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will signify it by saying aye; all opposed, 
no. The ayes have it and the Chair is 
sustained. We •will now listen to those 
who wish to speak for a few minutes on 
this motion. 

Mr HILL: Mr President, so far as the 
mover is concerned, his thoughts are 
brought out in this short resolution and 
it is only with the idea of placing the As- 
sociation upon record as not being willing 
to lend its influence or its name to any 
commercial enterprise, and I hope that we 
shall be big enough and broad enough to 
pass such a motion, leaving to the Execu- 
tive board, as formerly, the final decision. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any further 
discussion? 

Mr ANDREWS: Mr President. I op- 
posed the motion for this reason: I have 
been on the Executive board for three 
years now; I have known some of the 
difficulties in the way of preparing the 
work which the Association wants done; 1 
have known the difficulties of making our 
meager budget correspond with our wishes 
and our hopes; and I do not feel it right 
to tie up the incoming Executive board 
with an expression which, however agree- 
able to our feelings and however in con- 
sonance with our sentiments, will be in- 
terpreted by them as an instruction to re- 
fuse arrangements which might not to the 
majority of the Association, knowing all 
the circumstances, be disagreeable to 
them. It is not possible for this assem- 
blage to know the conditions; they will be 
brought fully to the Executive board, and 
to prejudge the question in this fashion 
seems to me unwise. It is for that reason 
that I oppose the motion and hope that at 
least the quarter necessary to prevent 
action will vote with me. 

A rising vote was taken in which 81 
voted in favor of the motion and 41 against 
it. The Chair then announced that the 
three quarters necessary for mandatory in- 
struction had not been secured. 

Mr HILL: Mr President, if it is in or- 
der I would move that the resolution be 
referred to the Council for consideration. 
The PRESIDENT: That is in order. 



Mr BOWERMAN: I second the motion, 
Mr President. 

The PRESIDENT: Moved and seconded 
that the resolution as offered be referred 
to the Council for consideration. Carried. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any further 
miscellaneous business to come before the 
Association? The Chair understands that 
Miss MacDonald asks opportunity to say 
a word in relation to the discussion on 
the report of the Bookbuying committee, 
and we will be glad to hear from Miss 
MacDonald. 

Miss MacDONALD: I ask for a few 
words about the Booklist, not because I 
want to disclaim Mr Cutter's assertion 
that it has shortcomings. Probably there 
is no one who knows so much about its 
shortcomings as I. But I do wish to say 
a word because of the board which I rep- 
resent in a way. 

THE A. L. A. BOOKLIST 

Miss MCDONALD: I wish to say that 
both matters of which Mr Cutter speaks 
are matters of policy carefully thought 
out by the American Library Association 
Publishing board. In the first place Mr 
Cutter spoke of the number of books in- 
cluded in the Booklist. It is probable that 
he does not recall the early history of the 
Booklist. When started it was intended 
for only the smallest of libraries and there 
was a great contention among librarians 
of small libraries that the number of 
books included should be small. The con- 
tentions came largely through the com- 
missions. The commissions held that if 
the Booklist was too large that it was a 
tool not to be used by the smallest libra- 
ries. Probably some others of you may 
recall that the Booklist really grew out ot 
the Wisconsin list published originally for 
the small libraries of that state and sub- 
sequently asked for by one state after 
another until there were ten or twelve 
states using it — not altogether because the 
list was so admirable in all respects, but 
because it was the only small selected 
list in existence. More than a year ago 
the Publishing board took action that the 
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Booklist should include a larger number 
of entries, and any of you who have used 
it to any extent will have noticed that 
the number of entries has been greatly 
increased. Recently recommendation was 
made of still greater extension because 
librarians of the larger libraries, though 
equipped and trained for book selection, 
are too busy to devote the required 
amount of time to it, and demand has 
been made that the Booklist consider 
their needs. Since last October about 
1000 titles have been listed; during the 
first year something over 400. 

Now in the matter of lateness of entry, 
Mr Cutter attributed the cause to the 
isolation of the editor. This is not the 
reason, by any manner of means. In the 
first place, the Board has given careful 
consideration to this matter and has come 
to definite conclusions. At the present 
moment part of the Board stands for even 
later entry than we have. Mr Lane who 
has served on the Board so faithfully and 
so long, has always stood upon the con- 
servative side. The lateness of entry may 
be attributed to two reasons. The first 
reason is the delay necessitated by co- 
operation, the thing that Mr Cutter advo- 
cates. You have to have some time to 
cooperate. You cannot do it in a moment. 
We receive the books promptly from all 
of the publishers in this country. Often- 
times the books reach us two or three 
weeks before they are announced or be- 
fore they are published. A tentative list. 
made up of titles from the "Publishers' 
Weekly" and publishers' announcements, 
clipped and mounted, together with titles 
of books received but not yet announced, 
is sent out monthly to about 70 librarians 
in this country and the cry continually 
comes from the cooperating librarians 
"We haven't seen these books yet". 1 
take the opportunity frequently, in con- 
sequence, of sending out a second list of 
some of the books. Now a second and 
perhaps more important reason for de- 
laying the entry of some of the more im- 
portant non-fiction and children's books 
is the conviction that the small libraries 



have no need of buying these books im- 
mediately, and that it is of highest im- 
portance that the books be adequately 
examined by as large a number of people 
as possible. For this reason we have 
waited in order to have this rather com- 
plete and thorough examination and more 
or less complete cooperation from libra- 
rians. It may be of interest in this con- 
nection to state just how the selection for 
the Booklist is made, as there are so few 
who really know what it is based upon. 
As soon as notice comes to our attention 
of new titles, either by means of the 
publishers' announcements or the "Pub- 
lishers' weekly", notification is sent to the 
publisher if the books have not already 
been received. When the books are re- 
ceived from the publishers, they are sent 
to the various departments of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. In due time the 
books are returned, usually very prompt- 
ly, with notes, some brief, some full, but 
almost invariably illuminating and satis- 
factory. When the notes are not sufli- 
ciently explicit, inquiry is made concern- 
ing specific points either by letter or by 
means of personal interview. I consider 
— and I know that I am voicing the senti- 
ment of the Board — that it is far more 
important to base my decision concerning 
entry on the written notes and opinions 
of such men as Dr Richard T. Ely, Pro- 
fessors John Commons, T. S. Adams, E. A. 
Ross, on books treating of the many 
branches and phases of sociology and 
economics, together with eight or ten re- 
ports from librarians, than to supply an 
entry two weeks after the book is out 
on the strength of individual opinion. 
Whoever the individual may be, we have 
but one man's opinion in the one case; 
in the other we have the opinions of eight, 
ten, fifteen (as the case may be) com- 
petent readers among whom are experts. 
We have not had, I regret to say, the 
same kind of examination throughout all 
classes, but we have relied on the very 
best help that we could get and we have 
slowly and constantly increased the num- 
ber of expert examiners, and widened the 
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range of literature examined. It has 
taken us some months to organize the 
work with the several departments of the 
University of Wisconsin so that we should 
get prompt notes upon the books, but as 
I have said before, we have felt it was 
more important to secure thorough rather 
than early reports. 

I want to speak of one thing about the 
policy of the Board in regard to the selec- 
tion of books and early entry of titles. 
We have felt that it was exceedingly im- 
portant that very prompt notice should 
be given to fiction (and I think we can 
lay claim to succeeding in the main) that 
the small libraries depending upon the 
Booklist for choice of fiction should have 
help immediately, because the demand for 
the new fiction is so great. With the 
children's books we have felt that there 
was no great haste in buying and we have 
relied absolutely upon the reports which 
we have received from the children's li- 
brarians of the country, about 45 of whom 
are cooperating. Rarely has a book ap- 
peared upon the list which has not re- 
ceived unanimous approval of the chil- 
dren's librarians reporting upon it. (I do 
not mean to imply that all cooperating 
librarians report upon every book) The 
books which are termed non-fiction, as I 
have already stated at some length, we 
have reserved until we received a suffi- 
cient number of reliable reports before 
giving the book notice. 

I simply wanted to give you the correct 
reasons for the shortcomings called to 
your attention rather than the speculative 
reasons — especially for the lateness of 
inclusion. 

The PRESIDENT: Miss MARY W. 
PLUMMER will now present the 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LIBRARY TRAINING 

The composition of the committee 
changed this year as per the requirements 
of its formation, Mrs Theresa W. Elmen- 
dorf and Miss Caroline M. TJnderhill tak- 



ing the places of Mr J. C. Dana and Miss 
Eleanor Roper. 

One meeting of the Committee was held 
at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, on February 
11th, at which were present the Chairman, 
Mrs Elmendorf, Miss Underhill, Miss Lord, 
Mr Legler, Mr Kimball and Mr Root. Miss 
Rose of Davenport, Iowa, was the only 
member absent. The Committee met 
chiefly to discuss the advisability of pub- 
lishing a list of library schools and other 
sources of training. Considerable pres- 
sure had been brought to bear upon the 
Committee to prepare and print such a 
list, at the time when the A. L. A. tract 
on Training was being considered. The 
Committee did not then feel it advisable 
to do so, and in the last paragraph of the 
tract simply referred inquirers about 
schools to their nearest Library Commis- 
sion, feeling that the Commissions should 
know the character and standing of the 
various schools and be supplied with 
school literature. 

The wish for a list, however, still found 
expression and was voiced by Mr Legler, 
of the Committee. 

After considerable discussion, in which 
a decided difference of opinion developed 
as to the advisability of a published list 
and various difficulties were cited by those 
who had had the matter under careful delib- 
eration, the Committee concluded that it 
could not take the responsibility of recom- 
mending such a list. The following mo- 
tion, however, was carried: "Inasmuch 
as many requests have been received that 
a list of accredited schools be added to 
the tract on Library training, Resolved 
that the Council be asked to consider 
whether such a list is desirable, and if it 
be thought important, that the Council be 
asked to appropriate $500, that the Com- 
mittee may make such investigation as is 
essential in order that the Committee may 
feel warranted in making a recommenda- 
tion." 

This placed the decision upon the Coun- 
cil, as a representative body, and provided 
for an investigation (not necessarily 
critical) of all so-called schools, the only 



